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To the Right Hotiourable 
One of his Majeſty's Commiſſioners 
Wasn fer rae; 


9 — . T is the Obſervat ion 
2 Dr. Burnet late Bi- 
g A 15 "6 7 


ſhop of Sarum in the 
— Leiters of his Tra- 
wels into Italy, that the Inhabitants 
of ſome Parts thereof are extreme- 
ly pd der pen for Want of Tratle, 


occaſi oned 


The DEDICATION. 
occafioned through the Severity and 


Arbitrarineſs i the Government 
under rohich they live. - 


the Deſign of the flowing Diſcourſe, 


to recommend the Continuum and 
Support of that equal and gentle Go- 
vernment over us in Church and 
State, which is ſo; Very agreeable to 
the meck Temper of the Goſpel. 

1 therefore hope it may not | be 
thought an unjuſt Conſequence, that ſo 
far as this Sermon tends to advance 
the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, and 
diſcourage Popery and Slavery, [0 


far it tends: to; the Promoting of 


Trade, at leaſt to the preventing the 


Ruin of it. And as ſuch T hawe pre- 
ſumed to ſend it abroad under your 
Parronage, nat only. as the Gentlentſs 
therein recommended, is agreeable to 
Jour natural Temper, but as it is con 

duci 


" And it is 


The DEDICATION. 


I Aducive to the Intereſt of Trade, of 
. | which His Maſeſty has made you 4 
- | Commiſſioner. Upon this Account I 
beg you would be pleaſed to pardon 
e Liberty taken in this humble Ad- 
- | dreſs, from, 


0 Honourable SIR, 


Your moſt Obliged, 


and Obedient Servant, 


Jonathan Wrench. 
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LUKE, ix. 54, 55. 

And when his Diſciples, James and 

John ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord, wilt 

thou that we command fire to come 

down from Heaven, and conſume 
them, even as Elias did ? 

But he turned, and rebuked them, and 


ſaid, Te know not what manner of 
Spirit ye are of. 


OR the better underſtand- 
ing of the Text, it is ne- 

ceſſary to know the Occa- 
7 8 ſion of it, which was this. 
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LEED TheSamaritans,to whom 


heſe Words relate, had built a Tem- 


pic upon Mount Geri21m near the 
ty Samaria, in oppoſition to the 
Temple 


685 

Temple at Jeruſalem, which God 
had appointed for his only Place of 
Worship, 2 Chro. vi. 5, 6. This oct. 
ſioned a Diſſention in Religion; this 
Diſſention raifed fo great a Hatred be-. 
tween the Jews and Samaritans, tba], 
the Jews would have no dealings witl + 
the Samaritans, John iv. 9. Nor would | 
they be commonly civil to one another. 
On this Account the Samaritans refu- [ 
I 

f 


{ed entertainment to our Saviour in his 
Paſlage through their City, becauſe bis 
Face was as though he would goto je 
ruſalem, Ferſe foregoing the Text 
that is, becauſe he was going thither, 
and not to their Temple to worſhip, 
At which uncivil Uſage of the Sama 
ritans, the zealous Diſciples preſent! 
fell into aPaſhon, and asked their Maſtei 
to command. Fire to come down fron 
Heaven to conſumethem, as Elias did 


But he turned, and rebuked them, and to 

ſaid, Te know not what manner of th 

Spirit ye are of intimating that they tw 
EF. | we 


y tween the Samaritans and 


(9) 
were ignorant of che great Deſign of 
our Saviour's coming into the World. 
They little conſidered, that He came 
to gain Men over to an eaſy, peace- 
able and N SEMOPer. to teach 
them how to paſs by Injuries and Af- 
fronts with a ſteady calmneſs of Mind; 
how to ſuffer Wrong and to be patient, 
in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that ap- 
poſe themſelves, as the Samaritans did. 
For that they were Idolaters, is mani- 
feſt from 2 Kings xvii. 33. where it is 
exprelly ſaid, that they feared the Lord, 
and ſerved their own Gods. That they 
were. Schiſmaticks is evident from 
Fact, in that God had expreſly declar- 
ed that Jeruſalem ſhould be his Place 
of Worthip, 1 Kings xi. 36. Yet in 
Oppoſition to the expreſs Declaration 
ofhis divine Will, they erected a Tem- 
ple upon Mount Cerigim, there per- 
forming a ſeparate Worſhip, which was 
the great Occaſion of the Rom be- 

the Fews. 
B The 


(ro) 
The Samarttans then being thus 
notorieuſly guilty of theſe; damnable 
Sins of Hereſie and Schiſm, it is mate- 
rial to enquire what Sort of Treatment 
ought to be given to ſuch odious 
Wretches. Ought they to be perſe- 
cuted with Fire and Sword, and im- 
mediate. Ruine, as was this Day de- 
ſigned for us? The angry and hot 
Diſciples ſeem to be clearly of this O- 
inion, and in Confirmation of it, call 
3 fire from Heavento conſume them. 
But is it reaſonable they ſhould be pu- 
niſhed with Tortures of their Bodies 
for the Errors of their Minds? can 
Racks and Gibbets give them truer No- 
tions of Things? Will theſe remove 
the Stubborneis of their Wills, or help 
to clear the Light of their Underſtand- 
ings What ſays our Saviour in the 
Calc © It is plain by the Check he gave 
to the raſh Leal of his Diſciples, and 


by the Expreſſion r following it, that 
He would have all Men gain d ( if 
0t 4 poſſible) 


c 2. — S LOGO 200 en 


(x4) 

poſſible) ow the Error of their M. ays 
to the acknowledgment of the Truth, 
by exercifing Patience, Meekneſs and 
Forbearance toward them: For, | ſays 
He in the Verſe following the Text, 
The Son of Man came not to deftroy 
Mens Lives, but to ſave them. He 
came to ſhew us the Way of ſaving 
Mens Lives in a twofold Senſe, bock 
here and hereafter: Not to give them 
up to the fiery Trial ofa barbarous In- 
quiſition, in order to a: clearer Con- 
viction of their Judgments; Nor yet 
by Excommunication to ſend them to 
the Devil for better Information; no! 
As He came in Perſon tg {eck and to 


ſave that. which was loſt, He uſed all 


the Tenderneſs and Patience poſſible 
in gaining Proſelytes from the cruel and 
heatheniſh Superſtition, to his own 
merciful and bleſſed Inſtitution. He 
uſed no violence to their Perſons, but 
left it to the freedom of their own 
Choice, whether they would be of his 

B 2 Keli- 


(12) 
Religion, ſaying, he will. be my Diſc 
ciples, if any Man wall come after 
me, and the like: and when many of 
his Diſciples ſeemed to fall off, and 


forſake both Him and His Doctrine, 
when they went back and walked no 
more with him, He reclaimed them 
by no Severities, but only ſaid to his 
Twelve, Will ye alſo go away? John 
vi. ver, 6 BE 23 

As this is the true Spirit of our Sa- 
viour, and the Temper of the Go- 
ſpel; ſo I cannot but obſerve how 
contrary this is to that cruel Spirit, en- 
couraged in the Church of Rome, 
which had ſo powerful an Influence 
on that diſmal Tragedy, deſigned to 
have been this Day acted. A Spirit 
which, I would to God, had died 
with the Conſpitators, but am ſorry 
to obſerve, that it ſtill lives and rages 
in the World. A Spirit which breaths 
nothing but Fire, and Sword, and 


Deſtruction, to every one that ſhall} 


oppoſe 


Coo) 

oppaſe' their darling Deſign. A Spi- 
rit which is contrary, not only to the 
true Chriſtian Religion, but to the 
very * Humanity it ſelf. 
A Spirit, which by Treachey and 
Falſehood, by ſecret Plots and open 
Rebellion, by repeated Endeavours 
to lay their Native Country in Blood 
and Ruin, by their wicked Attempts 
to betray it into the Hands of F oreign- 
1- ers, by their reſtleſs Contrivances to 
put an intolerable Toke #por our 
Necks, which neither we nor our Fu- 
thers were able to bear: In ſhort, A 
Spirit, which by diſſolving the Bonds 
of Humane Society, and ſubverting 
the Peace and Order of the World, 
would introduce Popery, out of a 
falſe Notion of doing Right to One, 
whom the Wiſdom of the Nation has 
declared to have none. Can this be 
agreeable to the Honour of Religion, 
or rather is it not contrary to the ve- 
I ry Nature and Deſign of it? Can 
! . 8 Men 


( 78 ) 
Men of this fiery Spirit think, that the 
God, whom we Chriſtians worſhip, 
is a God, not of Order, but Confu- 
ſion ? or that He, whom we call % 
Father of | Mercies, can be delighted 
with Cruelty and Bloodſhed, and the 


Ruin of their Fellow. Subjects in Gra- 


tification of their fond Deſire? 
Ihis is ſo far from being Religion, 
that it is the higheſt Abuſe both of 
God and Religion at once; for this is 
to ſeparate Mercy and Goodneſs from 
God, and to take away Compaſſion 


and Charity from Religion, and ſo to 


make the two beſt Things in the 
World, I mean God and Religion, 
to be good for nothing, and I mult 
add, it is to make them the wicked 
Inſtruments of all the Barbarities, and 


of all the Evil that is done under the 


Sun. What then ſhall we think of 
thoſe Men, who uſe Religion for 4 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, and under 
the Pretence of doing Juſtice to One, 
; can 


[Tore 
can be content to injure all, can he 


falle to God and their own Conſci- 


ence, abuſive to Religion, rebellious 


to their Prince, treacherous to their 


native Country, cruel to their Fellow- 


Subjects, and deſtructive to themſelves 


and Families. But I muſt forbear--- 


For I would not forget my Text by 


| imitating the Spirit there reproved, 


Although indeed this Day's Myſtery 
of Iniquity july obliges me to ob- 
ſerve, that as we have ſeen what the 
true Spirit of Chriſtianity means, orc 
what the Religion of the Goſpel is; 
ſo to enquire how well this is anſwer- 
ed by that Church which contrived 
and encouraged, and ſtill juſtifies the 
horrid Conſpiracy of this Day. 

And this will beſt appear both from 
her Doctrine and Practice conſequent 


thereupon. As to her Doctrine, it is 
too well known, She teaches what St. 


Paul has expresſly condemned, Rom. 
ii, ver. 8. That we may do Evil that 
0 Cood 


(16) 
Coed may tome of it. A oreedble to 
this Maxim, She owns, that Govern- 
ment may be ſubverted, Kings may 
be depoſed, as was the Deſign of this 
Day, and Subjects may de abſolved 
from their Allegiance, whenever they 
turn Hereticks, that is, whenever 
they renounce the falſe Doctrines and 
wicked Practices of that Church, 
that then no Faith is to be kept with 
them, maugre all the Laws of Reaſon 
and Religion to the contrary ; nay, that 
They ought, notwithſtanding theſe 
Obligations, to be rooted out 
with Fire and Sword, That Racks 
and Tortures are proper Inſtruments 
to convert and gain Men over to 
their Orthodox Faith, that is, to the 
Belief of their wicked Doctrines, 
That Maſlacres, that is, furpriſing and 
deſtroying many Thouſands at once, 
with the cruel and bloody Inſtru- 
ments of Death, is a glorious Work 
for the Security of — 
J 


/ 


1 
by ridding Her of all her Enemies at 
once, That an Inquiſition, that is, a 
wicked Sett of — Prieſts, u- 
ſing all the Inventions of Cruelty 
imaginable, is very requiſite to ſet 
Men right in the Faith, and by Tor- 
tures force them into what 1 cannot 
call a Belief, but into a Profeſſion of 
believing, as Mother- Church be- 
heves. 
From all which it appears that this 
is a Religion contrary to Chriſtianity 
or the Religion of the Goſpel, which 
is, as you have ſeen, of a Complex- 
ion quite different from it, inſomuch 
that this Church ſcarcely deſerves the 
Name of Chriſtian, ſince the Thing 
it ſelf, is hardly to be found in Her. 
The Heathen Philoſophers were 
much better Teachers of Religi- 
on, than this abominable Church. 
They never dreamed of, much leſs 
taught, that inhumane Butchery of 
cutting Throats for Differences of O- 
C pinion. 


(18) 

pinion. They never were for damning 
every one to the Pit of Hell, who 
thought not as they thought. They 
never ſuggeſted à Religion, which 
ſhould ſupplant moral Righteouſneſs, 
which ſhould teach Men to call Good 
Evil, and Evil Good, which ſhould 
encourage them to lie for the Truth, 
and to kill Men for God's Sake and 
Service, as this Church does, and 
this Day intended. No! theſe are Do- 
(Frines of Devils, Doctrines contra- 
ry to the Principles not only of reveal- 
ed. but even of natural Religion, and 
therefore juſtly abominated both by 
God and Man. For can any one 
think that Religion to be worth ha- 
ving, which provokes Men to a great- 
er Degree of Fierceneſs and makes 
them ten Times more Children of 
Wrath and Cruelty, than they were 
by Nature? Or is that Church worth 
regarding, Which owns and teaches 
that barbarovs Religion? For what 

7 OM 


( 19 ) 

is the great End of all Religion, but to 

curb; the unruly Paſſions of Men, to | 

ſweeten their Tempers, and to ren- 

der them peacealle and gentle and eaſy 

to le entreated ? Better were it for the 

Members of this falſe and violent 
Church to be left to the untainted 
bDictates of pure Nature, which is of 
| it ſelf merciful, kind and loving, than 
be ſowiered in their Tempers, and cor- 
| | rupted in their Morals, by the Do- 
Grines of a perſecuting Church, ſug- 
geſting Pringiples of Immorality and 
|- BY Deccit, | of Malice and Cruelty, of 
d Treachery and Falſehood, of Sediti- 
on and Rebellion, and of all the evil 
Arts of adyancing her ſelf, by Maſſa- 
eres, Aſſaſſinations, and I know not 
what hard Names, and harder 
Things, to the Miſery and Ruin 
of all Mankind, that dare oppoſe 
themſelves againſt Her. This is 
that favourite Church, which ma- 
ny, by Means of you know 
C 2 whom, 


4 20 ＋ 
whom, hope to bring in, and eſta. 
bliſh - among us. But how much a- 
gainſt Reaſon and their own Intereſt, 
will I think appear, if they do but 
conſider, what Church it is _ _ 
ruin to mike Way for This 
A Church Mablſhed upon Pfinci 
ples highly agreeing with the Laws 
of Natüre, of Religion: and the ci- 
vil Rights of the Kingdom; - + Church, 
which has been regularly reformed 
with the matdreſt Deliberation, with 
the greateſt Piety and Wiſdom, mo- 
delled according to the Word of God, 
and the Example of the. primitive 
and pureſt Ages; a Church, whole 
Doctrines Are 1d agreeable to the ſa- 
cred Scrtptures, whoſe Liturgy ſo 
| pertinent and devout, whoſe Govern- 
ment fo Apoſtolical, whoſe Conſtitu- 
tions ſo reaſonable and uſeful, that 
She juſtly becomes to all, who are ſo 
hippy as to know Her, the Wondler ¶ wi 
us well as Joy. of the whole Earth; Chi 


a 


| C 21 ) 
Church that impoſes nothing upon 
her Members as neceſſary to be be- 
lie ved, = me 2 in Scripture 
of 04 prove ereby, as appear- 
eth 8800 her 6th eie 2 C uk 
which like her Head, the merciful 
God our Saviour, wonld hade all 
Men to. be ſaved, but without uſing 
any Violence or rougher Means, than 
Prayers and Arguments to gain them 
over, to the Acknowledgment of the 
Truth; a Church, which gives no 
Man hopes of Pardon and Happineſs, 
but upon the ſtricteſt Terms propoſed 
by the Goſpel, She having no other 
End to advance, but that bleſſed one 
of making Men truly religious here, 
and happy hereafter; a Church 
m- | which directs Men to Heaven, by the 
tu- | moſt ſubſtantial Duties of Religion, 
hat and the moſt decent and edifying 
fo} Way of Worſhip or ſerving Cod 
der with Reverence and a holy Har; a 
th; Church which for its Moderation, is 
a like 
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62 
like the Pattern on the Mount, ind 
exactly ſuited to the gentle Temper 
and Dectrine of the Goſpel, which it 
not only the moſt perfect, but even 
the very beſt· natur d Religion in the 
World. In ſhort, a Church, which 
ſavours of the Wiſdom from above, 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
eaſie to be entreated, full of þ ak 
and good Fruits, without Parttality, 
and without Hypocriſie, James ui, 
ver. 17. | n WK 

Thus I have briefly laid before 
you, ſomewhat of the Doctrine 
and Practice both of the Church 
of England, and the Church of 
Rome. And now that you have 
ſeen the Difference between thele two 
Churches, you cannot but ſee withal, ri 
that Chri and Belial are not more fo 
oppoſite to one another. But then, B 
which of them is moſt agreeable to m 
the true Genius of Chriſtianity, or ry 
the meek Spirit of the Goſpel, an) Cr 

| Man Pr 
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Man may with -very little Thought 
determine. 

- What then remains, but that you 
ſeriouſly conſider with your ſelves, 
whether of the Two ought to be cho- 
ſen, It is a Queſtion, which although 
eaſie to be anſwered, does yet at this 
Time more eſpecially ſeem to re- 
quire your fixed Reſolution, and that 
is, Will ye plead for God or Baal ? 
It ye are deſirous of ſerving God, 


ye muſt ſtick cloſe to that ſound and 
excellent Church, of which we all 


have the Happineſs to be Members, 


and conſequently ye muſt do all ye 


can, in your various Capacities, to 
ſupport XING GEORGE the glo- 
rious Defender of it. But if ye can be 
ſo vain and wicked as to plead for 
Baal, or the Church of . it 
muſt be ſadly remembred, that Slave- 
ry and Idolatry, Superſtition and 
Cruelty, together with an enraged 
Pretender, muſt be your miſerable 

Fate, 


| . 
Fate, (which God avert.) I have on- 
ly this to add, whether ye will hear, 
or whether ye will forbear, I muſt tel] 
you, as Mloſes told the Iſraclites, 
Deuteronomy,” xxx. Ver. 19. I call 
Heaven and Earth to recurd this Day 
againfl jou, that I have ſet before 
you Life and Death, Blefing and 
Cunſing: therefore chooſe Life, that 
both Thou and thy Seed may live. 
Which Cod of his Infinite © Merc 
grant, for Jeſus Chriſi his Sate; t6 
toom, with' the Father and Hol 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moFF due, all 
Honour, Glory and Praiſe no: 
and for ever mor. Amen. 
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The Religious and Loyal SubjetF's Duty 


conſidered, with 3 to the preſent 
Government and the Revolution. 
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